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IntRoductIon
In the paper by Prada (1857) on the weevil fauna of the surroundings of Pavia (Lombardy, northern Italy), commented on by Villa (1860) , were comprised some descriptions of new species. According to the rules of the article 50.1.1 of the Code (ICZN 1999) , it is clear from the contest that the authorship of these species is by Virginio Betta, since Prada simply quoted the descriptions sent him by the latter author. Although available, these names do not appear in the first comprehensive checklist of Italian Coleoptera (Bertolini 1872) nor in the subsequent ones comprised that by Abbazzi & Maggini (2009) . Also in the catalogues of Palaearctic or of the world weevil fauna (Wolfrum 1929 , Winkler 1932 , Klima 1934a , Klima 1934b , Trýzna & Valentine 2011 ) they were omitted. The only name by Betta included in a catalogue (Alonso-Zarazaga 2011) as a synonym of Kalcapion semivittatum semivittatum (Gyllenhal, 1833) is Apion tonsuratum Betta, 1847, described however in a separate paper by Betta (1847). Only Solari (1952) quoted the two Smicronyx Schoenherr, 1843 described by Betta in Prada (1857), and affirmed that S. minusculus could perhaps be a synonym of S. jungermanniae, and that S. aericollis for sure does not belong in Smicronyx.
Since neither a Betta nor a Prada collection exist anymore, we have chosen to select neotypes of the seven species described by Betta in Prada (1857) following the provisions of the article 75 of the Code (ICZN 1999) with the express purpose of clarifying their taxonomic status. The total length of specimens is meant excluding the rostrum, as customary for Curculionoidea. All the neotypes are deposited in the Museo Civico di Storia Naturale di Milano, Italy.
Species are treated in the order in which their descriptions appear in the paper by Prada (1857). The first belongs to the family Anthribidae Billberg, 1820, whereas all the remaining ones are members of the Curculionidae Latreille, 1802. RemaRks. Among the species living in Lombardy, the one which corresponds to the above short description is Pachytychius sparsutus (Olivier, 1807), a not so fresh specimen of which matches quite well the characters listed by Betta (1857). We, after moving this species to Pachytychius Jekel, 1861 (comb. rev.), select here a neotype labelled: "Lombardia (PV), Volpara, 11-V-1997 (Curtis, 1840) , which is however a synonym of S. reichii (Gyllenhal, 1836) . The first authors who incorrectly reported S. pygmaeus as the valid name for S. coecus were Abbazzi & Osella (1992), followed by Abbazzi et al. (1995) and by Colonnelli (2003) , so that it is to S. coecus that must be referred the distributional quotations by all these autors. RemaRks. Since the name Gymnetron Schoenherr, 1825 is neuter, we correct the original spelling vittatus in vittatum under article 32.5 to meet the requirement of article 31.2 (ICZN, 1999).
TREATMENT OF THE SPECIES

Tropideres pictus
Gymnetron vittatum Betta, 1857
The described rostral shape and the elytral pattern are those of a Mecinus Germar, 1821, so we move this species to this genus (comb. 
Gymnetron areolatum Betta, 1857
Gymnetron areolatus Betta, 1857: 61 oRIgInal descRIptIon. G. niger, griseo-pubens; antennis ferrugineis, apice nigris; in medio longitudinaliter pube denudato; elytris rufo-piceis, longius griseo setulatis, sutura nigra hac et plaga marginali setulis spoliatis; femoribus nigro-piceis; tibiis tarsisque rufo-ferrugineis.
RemaRks. As for the above-mentioned taxon the original spelling areolatus must be corrected in areolatum under article 32.5 to meet the requirement of article 31.2.
The colour of the integument and the pattern of the dorsal vestiture allow us to move also this species from Gymnetron to Mecinus (comb. rev.). We designate a neotype of it, a specimen corresponding to the description and labelled: "Lombardia (PV), Volpara dintorni, 10-VII-04, L. RemaRks. The colour of the integuments and the pattern of the dorsal vestiture of this species allow it to be comprised in Mecinus as presently understood (comb. rev.). We select here a specimen corresponding to the description as the neotype: it is a male, 2.0 mm long, in good condition, glued on a white rectangular card, and labelled: "Pietragavina (Circ. Varzi), 2.12- IX-1920 
